This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on library shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of
to make the world’s books discoverable online.

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was nevel
to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domair
are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that’s often difficult to discover.

Marks, notations and other marginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book’s long journey fro
publisher to a library and finally to you.

Usage guidelines

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belon
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing this resource, we have take
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying.

We also ask that you:

+ Make non-commercial use of the fild&e designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these fil
personal, non-commercial purposes.

+ Refrain from automated queryirigo not send automated queries of any sort to Google’s system: If you are conducting research on m:
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encc
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help.

+ Maintain attributionThe Google “watermark” you see on each file is essential for informing people about this project and helping ther
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it.

+ Keep it legalWhatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume |
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can’t offer guidance on whether any specific
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book’s appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in al
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liability can be quite severe.

About Google Book Search

Google’s mission is to organize the world’s information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps
discover the world’s books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on
athttp://books.google.com/ |



http://books.google.com/books?id=owQAAAAAMAAJ&ie=ISO-8859-1&output=pdf



















AN ESSAY

ON THE

PRINCIPLE OF POPULATION;

a——"

OR,

A VIEW OF ITS PAST AND PRESENT EFFECTS
—

ON

HUMAN HAPPINESS;

WITH

AN INQUIRY INTO OUR PROSPECTS RESPECTING THE FUTURE
REMOVAL OR MITIGATION OF THE EVILS WHICH
IT OCCASIONS.

BY
Tue Rev. T. R. MALTHUS, A.M. F.R.S.

e
LATE PELLOW OF JESUS COLLEGE, CAMBRIDGE, AND PROFESSOR OF HISTORY AND POLITICAL
ECONOMY IN THE EAST-INDIA COLLEGE, HERTFORDSHIREK.

i —
SIXTH EDITION.  ....m"w . -~ .- 0
IN TWO VOLUMES.

VOL. II.

cm——" .

LONDON :

JOHN MURRAY, ALBEMARLE STREET.
MDCCCXXVI.

KR



aep. (Bdg. o) 112-077

LONDON:
PRINTED BY Co ROWORTH, BELL YARD,

TEMPLE BAR,



CONTENTS

OF

THE SECOND VOLUME.

BOOK III.

OF THE DIFFERENT SYSTEMS OR EXPEDIENTS WHICH
HAVE BEEN. PROPOSED OR HAVE PREVAILED IN SOCIETY,
AS THEY AFFECT THE EVILS ARISING FROM THE PRIN-
CIPLE OF POPULATION.

Cuar. Page
T L. Of Systems of Equality. Wallace, Condorcet. 1
II. Of Systems of Equality. Geodwin. . . ... 18
ITII. Of Systems of Equality (contmued) . . . 38

"“IV. Of Emigration. . . P
V. Of Poor-Laws. . . v e . . . 68
VI. Of Poor-Laws (contmued) e ) |
VII. Of Poor-Laws (continued). . . . . . . 96
VIIL. Of the Agricultural System. . . . . . . 118.
IX. Of the Commercial System. . . . . . . 138~
X. Of Systems of Agriculture and Commerce, com-
bined. . : . . . . . . . . . . 146~

XI. Of Com-Laws. Bounties upon Exportation. 162
_XIIL Of Corn-Laws, Restrictions upon Importation. 185
“XIIL. Of increasing Wealth, as it affects the Condition

ofthe Poor. . . . . . . . . . . el
XIV. General Observations. . . . . . . . . 229

e



v

.,  CONTENTS.

BOOK 1V.

OF OUR FUTURE PROSPECTS RESPECTING THE REMOVAL
OR MITIGATION OF THE EVILS ARISING FROM THE PRIN-
CIPLE OF POPULATION.

-CHAP.

I. Of moral Restraint, and our Obligation to

practise this Virtue.

II. Of the Effects which would result to Soclety

Iv.

V.

VL

VIIL
VIIL.

IX.

XI.

XII.
XIII.

XIV.

from the Prevalence of Moral Restraint.
III. Of the only effectual Mode of i lmprovmg the

Condition of the Poor.

Objections to this Mode consxdered
Of the Consequences of pursuing the opposlte

Mode. . .

Page
255

270 «

283+
202

300

Effects of the Knowledge of the prmclpal Cause

of Poverty on Civil Liberty.
Continuation of the same Subject.

311
328

Plan of the gradual Abolition of the Poor-Laws

proposed.

Of the Modes of correctlncr the prevailing
Opinions on Population.
. Of the Direction of our Charity.

.

335

351
361

Different Plans of improving the Condition of

the Poor considered.
Continuation of the same Subject.

.

374
394

Of the Necessity of general Prm(:lples on this

Subject.

412

Of our rational Expectatlons respectmg the

future Improvement of Society.

Appendix. .

431
443















































































































Ch.ii.  Of Systems of Equality. Godwin. 37

centuries, not thirty years could elapse before
its utter destruction from the simple principle of
population.

I have taken no notice of emigration in this
place, for obvious reasons. If such societies were
instituted in other parts of Europe, these countries
would be under the same difficulties with regard
to population, and could admit no fresh members
‘into their bosoms. If this beautiful society were
-confined to our island, it must have degenerated
strangely from its original purity, and administer
‘but a very small- portion of the happiness it pro-
posed, before any of its members would voluntarily
consent to leave it, and live under.such govern-
ments as at present exist in Europe, or submit to
the extreme hardships of first settlers in new
regions. »

|
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CHAP. III.
Of Systems of Equality (continued ).

Iz was suggested to me some years since by
persons for whose judgment I have a high respect,
-that it might be advisable, in a new edition, to
throw out the matter relative to systems of ¢qua-
lity, to Wallace, Condoreet and Godwin, as having
in a considérable degree lost its interest, and as
not being strictly connected with the main subjeet
of the Essay, which is an explanation and illus-
tration of the theory of population. But inde-
pendently of its being natural for me to have some
little partiality for that part of the work which led
to those inquiries on which the main subject rests;
I really think that there should be somewhere on
record an answer to systems of equality founded
on the principle of population; and perbaps such
an answer is as appropriately placed, and is likely
to have as much effect, among the illustrations and
applications of the principle of population, as in
any other situation to which it could be assigned.
The appearances in all human societies, parti-
cularly in all those which are the furthest advanced
in civilization and improvement, will ever be such,
as to inspire superficial observers with a belief
that a prodigious change for the better might be
effected by the introduction of a system of equality
and of common property. They see abundance











































































































































































Ch. vi, Of Poor-Laws, continued, 95

and that, whether the resources of a country be
rapidly progressive, slowly progressive, stationary
or declining, the power of giving full employment
and good wages to the labouring classes must
always remain exactly the same,—a conclusion
which contradicts the plainest and most obvious
principles of supply and demand, and involves the
absurd position that a definite quantity of territory
can maintain an infinite population.


































































Ch. vii. Of Poor-Laws, continued. 117

to support on the land, whatever be their number,
and that there is no occasion to exercise any pru-
dence in the affair of marriage so as to check this
number, the temptations, according to all the
known principles of human nature, will inevitably
be yielded to, and more and more will gradually
become dependent on parish assistance. There
cannot therefore be a greater inconsistency-and
contradiction than that those who maintain these
doctrines respecting the poor, should still com-
plain of the number of paupers. Such doctrines
and a crowd of paupers are unavoidably united ;
and it is utterly beyond the power of any revolu-
tion or change of government to separate them.













































132 Of the Agricultural System.  Bk. i

circumstances in which they are placed. They
will in general not be much exposed to the tem-
porary evils of scarcity arising from the variations
of the seasons; but the quantity of food perma-
nently awarded to the labourer may be such as
not to allow of an increase of population; and
their state, in respect to their being progressive,
stationary or declining, will depend upon other
causes than that of directing their attention prin-
cipally to agriculture.











































































Ch. x: and Commerce combined. 157

that the employment of a small capital upon it
may be little productive, while the employment
of a large capital in draining, or in changing the
character of the soil by a sufficient quantity of
natural and artificial manures, may be productive
in a high degree; and partly also, from the cir-
cumstance that after every fall of profits and
wages there will often be room for the employ-
ment of a much greater capital upon the land than
is at the command of those, who, by being in
the actual occupation of farms, can alone so em-
ploy it.

Secondly; improvements in agriculture. If
new and superior modes of cultivation be in-
vented, by which not only the land is better ma-
naged, but is worked with less labour, it is ob-
vious that inferior land may be cultivated at higher
profits than could be obtained from richer land
before ; and an improved system of culture, with
the use of better instruments, may, for a long
period, more than counterbalance the tendency of
an extended cultivation and a great increase of
capital to yield smaller proportionate returns.

Thirdly; improvements in manufactures. When
by increased skill and the invention of improved
machinery in manufactures one man becomes ca-
pable of doing as much as eight or ten could be-
fore, it is well known that, from the principle of
home competitionand the consequent greatincrease
of quantity, the prices of such manufactures will
greatly fall; and, as far as they include the ne-
cessaries and accustomed conveniences of labour-

























































































































































208 Of Corn-Laws. Bk. iii.

One objection however to systems of restriction
must always remain. They are essentially unso-

in the Review above adverted to : < If there be a bad harvest,” it is
said, * in one country, there is a good one in another, and the sur-
< plus produce of the latter supplies the deficiency of. the former,
¢« &c. &c." Now there are the best reasons for believing that
these statements are decidedly contradicted by the most enlarged
experience. In the first place, if they were true, and if the general
plenty alluded to were only prevented by the want of a free trade in
corn, we should necessarily see a great rise of prices in one country,
contemporaneous with a great fall in others ; but a slight glance at
the prices of corn in the countries of the commercial world for the
last one or two centuries will be sufficient to convince any impartial
person that, on the contrary, there is a very remarkable sympathy
of prices at the same periods, which is absolutely inconsistent with
the truth of the above statements. Secondly, all travellers who
have paid any attention to the seasons, agree in stating that the same
sort of weather often prevails in different countries at the same time.
The peculiar and excessive heats of the very last summer not only
prevailed geuerally over the greatest part of Europe, but extended
even to America. Mr. Tooke, On High and Low Prices, (p. 247.
2d Edit.) quotes a passage from Mr. Lowe’s work on the Present
State of England, in which he observes, that “ The public, particu-
¢¢ larly the untravelled part of the public, are hardly aware of the
“ similarity of temperature prevailing throughout what may be
¢ called the corn-country of Europe, we mean Great Britain, Ire-
¢ land, the North of France, the Netherlands, Denmark, the north-
¢ west of Germany, and in some measure Poland and the north-
“ ‘east of Germany.” He then goes on to state instances of scar-
city in different countries of Europe at the same time. And in the
justness of these remarks, on the prevalence of a general similarity
of seasons in Europe within certain latitudes, Mr. Tooke says he
perfectly concurs. Many of the corn-merchants examined before
the Committees of the two Houses, both in 1814 and 1821, ex-
pressed similar opinions ; and I do not recollect a single instance of
the opinion, that good and bad harvests generally balance each
other in different countries, being stated by any person who had
been in a situation to observe the facts. Such statements, there-



Ch.xii.  Restrictions upon Importation. 209

cial. I certainly think that, in reference to the
interests of a particular state, a restriction upon
the importation of foreign corn may sometimes be
advantageous; but I feel still more certain that
in reference to the interests of Europe in general
the most perfect freedom of trade in corn, as well

fore, must be considered as mere assertions quite unsupported by
the least shadow of proof.

I am very far however from meaning to say that the circumstance
of different countries having often an abundance or deficiency of
corn at the same time, though it must prevent the possibility of
steady prices, is a decisive reason against the abolition or alteration
of the corn-laws. The most powerful of all the arguments against
restrictions is their unsocial tendency, and the acknowledged injury.
which they must do to the interests of the commercial world in
general. The weight of this argument is increased rather than di-
minished by the numbers which may suffer from scarcity at the same
time. And at a period when our ministers are most laudably setting
an example of a more liberal system of commercial policy, it would
be greatly desirable that foreign nations should not have so marked
an exception as our present corn-laws to cast in our teeth. A duty
on importation not too high, and a bounty nearly-such as was re-
commended by Mr. Ricardo, would probably be best suited to our
present situation, and best secure steady prices. A duty on foreign
corn would resemble the duties laid by other countries on our
manufactures as objects of taxation, and would not in the same
manner impeach the principles of free trade.

But whatever system we may adopt, it is essential to a sound
determination, and highly useful in preventing disappointments,
that all the arguments both for and against corn-laws should be
thoroughly and impartially considered ; and it is because on a calm,
and, as far as I can judge, an impartial review of the arguments of
this chapter, they still appear to me of weight sufficient to deserve
such consideration, and not as a kind of protest against the abolition
or change of the corn-laws, that I republish them in another
edition.
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CHAP. XIV.

General Observations.

It has been observed, that many countries at the
period of their greatest degree of populousness
have lived in the greatest plenty, and have been
able to export corn; but at other periods, when
their population was very low, have lived in con-
tinual poverty and want, and have been obliged to
import corn. Egypt, Palestine, Rome, Sicily and
Spain are cited as particular exemplifications of
this fact; and it has been inferred that an increase
of population in any state, not cultivated to the
utmost, will tend rather to augment than diminish
the relative plenty of the whole society : and that,
as Lord Kaimes observes, a country cannot easily
become too populous for agriculture; because
agriculture has the signal property of producing
food in proportion to the number of consumers.*
The general facts, from which these inferences
are drawn, there is no reason to doubt; but the
inferences by no means follow from the premises.
It is the nature of agriculture, (as it has before been
observed,) particularly when well conducted, to

* Sketches of the History of Man, b. i. sketch i. p. 106, 107.
8vo. 1788.








































































Ch. xiv. General Observations. 253

of a hair from the argument, which depends en-
tirely upon the differently increasing ratios of
population and food: and all that the most en-
lightened governments and the most persevering
and best guided efforts of industry can do is to
make the necessary checks to population operate
more equably, and in a direction to produce the
least evil; but to remove them is a task absolutely
hopeless. '

But whether the habits and customs of an old state could be
so changed by an abundance of food, as to make it increase nearly
like a new colony, is a question of mere curiosity. The argument
only requires that a change from scanty to abundant means of
supporting a family should occasion, in old states, a marked in-
crease of population; and this, it is conceived, cannot possibly be
denied.






BOOK 1V.

OF OUR FUTURE PROSPECTS RESPECTING THE RE-
MOVAL OR MITIGATION OF THE EVILS ARISING
FROM THE PRINCIPLE OF POPULATION.

CHAP. 1.

Of moral Restraint, and our Obligation to practise this
Virtue.

As it appears that, in the actual state of every
society which has come within our review, the
natural progress of population has been constantly
and powerfully checked; and as it seems evident
that no improved form of government, no plans
of emigration, no benevolent institutions, and no
degree or direction of national industry, can pre-
vent the continued action of a great check to po-
pulation in some form or other; it follows that we
must submit to it as an inevitable law of nature;
and the only inquiry that remains is, how it may
take place with the least possible prejudice to the
virtue and happiness of human society.






























































































































Ch. iv. Obyjections to this Mode considered. 297

when their labour may be wanted, by the well—
founded caution of civil society.*

~ * Police of the Metropolis, ¢. xiii. p. 353, et seq. In so large
a town as London, which must necessarily encourage a prodigious
influx of strangers from the country, there must be always a great
niany persons out of work ; and it is probable, that some public
institutiou for the relief of the casual poor, upon a plan similar to
that proposed by Mr. Colquhoun (c. xiii. p. 371) would, under
very judicious management, produce more good than evil. But
for this purpose it would be absolutely necessary that, if work were
provided by the institution, the sum that a man could earn by it
should be less than the worst paid common labour ; otherwise the
claimants woyld rapidly increase, and the funds would soon be
inadequate to their object. In the institution at Hamburgh,
which appears to have been the most successful of any yet esta-
blished, the nature of the work was such, that, though paid above
the usual price, a person could not easily earn by it more than
eighteen pence a week. It was the determined principle of the
managers of the institution, to reduce the support which they gave
lower than what any industrious man or woman in such circum-
stances could earn. (Account of the Management of the Poor in
Hamburgh, by C. Voght, p. 18.) And it is to this principle that
they attribute their success. It should be observed however, that
neither the institutionsat Hamburgh, nor that planned by Count
Rumford in Bavaria, has subsisted long enough for us to be able
to pronounce on their permanent good effects. It will not admit of
a doubt, that institutious for the relief of the poor, on their first
establishment, remove a great quantity of distress. The only
question is, whether, as succeeding generations arise, the increasing
funds necessary for their support, and the increasing numbers
that become dependent, are not greater evils than that which
was to be remedied ; and whether the country will not ultimately
be left with as much mendicity as before, besides all the poverty
and dependence accumulated in the public institutions. This
seems to be nearly the case in England at present. It may be
doubted whether we should have more beggars if we had no o poor-
laws.






Ch. iv. Objections to this Mode considered. ~ 299

extraordinary minds indeed, and such as are not
usually formed under similar circumstances, who
can continue to respect themselves when no other
person whatever respects them. If the children
thus brought up were even to marry at twenty,
it is probable, that they would have passed some
years in vicious habits before that period.

If after all, however, these arguments should
appear insufficient ; if we reprobate the idea of
endeavouring to encourage the virtue of moral
restraint among the poor, from a fear of producing
vice; and if we think, that to facilitate marriage
by all possible means is a point of the first conse-
quence to the morality and happiness of the
people ; let us act consistently, and before we
proceed, endeavour to make ourselves acquainted
- with the mode by which alone we can effect our
object.
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Ch. vi. the principal Cause of Poverty, &c. 319

society is to be preserved, he falls into the com-
mon error of attributing all want of happiness to
government. It is evident that this want of hap-
piness might have existed, and from ignorance
might have been the principal cause of the riots,
and yet be almost wholly unconnected with any
of the proceedings of government. The redundant
population of an old state furnishes materials of
unhappiness, unknown to such a state as that of
America; and if an attempt were to be made to @
remedy this unhappiness by distributing the pro-
duce of the taxes to the poorer classes of society,
according to the plan proposed by Mr. Paine, the
evil would be aggravated a hundred fold, and in a
very short time no sum that the society could
possibly raise would be adequate to the proposed
object.

Nothing would so effectually counteract the
mischiefs occasioned by Mr. Paine’s Rights of
Man, as a general knowledge of the real rights of
man. What these rights are it is not my business
at present to explain; but there is one right which
man has generally been thought to possess, which
I am confident he neither does nor can possess—
a right to subsistence when his labour will not
fairly purchaseit. Our lawsindeed say that he has
this right, and bind the society to furnish employ-
ment and food to those who cannot get them in
the regular market ; but in so doing they attempt
to reverse the laws of nature; and it 1s in conse-
quence to be expected, not only that they should
fail in their object, but that the poor, who were
























Ch. vi. the Principal Cause of Poverty, &c. 327

prevail in society; and the advantage which
governments had been able to take, and indeed
had been compelled to take, of this confusion, to
confirm and strengthen their power. I cannot
help thinking therefore, that a knowledge gene-
rally circulated, that the principal cause of want
and unhappiness is only indirectly connected with
government, and totally beyond its power di-
rectly to remove, and that it depends upon the
conduct of the poor themselves, would, instead
of giving any advantage to governments, give a
great additional weight to the popular side of the
question, by removing the dangers with which
from ignorance it is at present accompanied, and
thus tend, in a very powerful manner, to promote
the cause of rational freedom.
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334 Continuation of the same Subject. BK. iv.

of creating these exaggerated fears, and of passing
these acts, has been unquestionably furnished by
the extravagant expectations of the people. And
it must be allowed that the present times furnish
a very striking illustration of the doctrine, that an
ignorance of the principal cause of poverty is
peculiarly unfavourable, and that a knowledge of
it must be peculiarly favourable, to the cause of
civil liberty.
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CHAP. IX.

QOf the Modes of correcting the prevailing Opinions on
Population.

It is not enough to abolish all the positive insti-
tutions which encourage population ; but we must
endeavour, at the same time, to correct the pre-
vailing opinions which have the same, or perhaps
even a more powerful effect. This must neces-
sarily be a work of time; and can only be done
by circulating juster notions on these subjects in
writings and conversation ; and by endeavouring
to impress as strongly as possible on the public
mind, that it is not the duty of man simply to pro-
pagate his species, but to propagate virtue and
happiness; and that, if he has not a tolerably fair
prospect of doing this, he is by no means called
upon to leave descendants.

Among the higher ranks of society, we have not
much reason to apprehend the too great frequency
of marriage. Though the circulation of juster no-
tions on this subject might, even in this part of the
community, do much good, and prevent many un-
happy marriages; yet whether we make particular
exertions for this purpose or not, we may rest as-
sured that the degree of proper pride and spirit of
independence almost invariably connected with
education and a certain rank in life will secure the


































































Ch. x.” Of the Direction of our Charity. 373

nevolence in one mode is prejudicial, and in ano-
ther is beneficial in its effects; we are certainly
bound, as moral agents, to check our natural pro-
pensities in the one direction, and to encourage
them and acquire the habits of exercising them in
the other.
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Ch. xi.. Condition of the Poor considered. 393

Fortunately, however, even on the narrowest
political principles, the adoption of such a system
would not answer. It has always been observed
that those, who work chiefly on their own pro-
perty, work very indolently and unwillingly when
employed for others; and it must necessarily
happen, when, from the general adoption of a very
cheap food, the population of a country increases
considerably beyond the demand for labour, that
habits of idleness and turbulence will be generated,
most peculiarly unfavourable to a flourishing state
of manufactures. In spite of the cheapness of la-
bour in Ireland, there are few manufactures which
can be prepared in that country for foreign sale so
cheap as in England : and this is in a great mea-
surc owing to the want of those industrious habits
which can only be produced by regular employ-
ment. ‘






















































Ch. xii. Continuation of the same Subject. 411

not entirely get rid of a system which has been so
long interwoven in its frame, a limitation of the
amount of the poor’s rates, or rather of their pro-
portion to the wealth and population of the coun-
try which would be more rational and just, ac-
companied with a very full and fair notice of the
nature of the change to be made, might be pro-
ductive of essential benefit, and do much towards
improving the habits and happiness of the poor.

























































430 Of the Necessity of general Principles. BK. iv.

and unlooked for distress, without operating in
any respect as an encouragement to marriage.

If at some future period any approach should
be made towards the more general prevalence of
prudential habits with respect to marriage among
the poor, from which alone any permanent and
general improvement of their condition can arise;
I do not think that the narrowest politician need
be alarmed at it, from the fear of its occasioning
such an advance in the price ‘of labour, as will
enable our commercial competitors to undersell
us in foreign markets. There are four circum-
stances that might be expected to accompany it,
which would probably either prevent, or fully
counterbalance any effect of this kind. These
are, lst, the more equable and lower price of
provisions, from the demand being less frequently
above the supply. 2dly, the removal of that heavy
burden on agriculture, and that great addition
to the present wages of labour, the poor’s rates.
3dly, the national saving of a great part of that
sum, which is expended without return in the
support of those children who die prematurely
from the consequences of poverty. And, lastly,
the more general prevalence of economical and
industrious habits, particularly among unmarried
men, which would prevent that indolence, drunk-
enness and waste of labour, which at present are
too frequently a consequence of high wages,






432 Of our rational Expectations Bk. iv.

time unmarried. The duty of practising the
common and acknowledged rules of morality
during this period has never been controverted
in theory, however it may have been opposed
in practice. This ‘branch of the duty of moral
restraint has scarcely been touched by the rea-
sonings of this work. It rests on the same foun-
dation as before, neither stronger nor weaker.
And knowing how incompletely this  duty has
hitherto been fulfilled, it would "certainly be
visionary to expect that in future it would be com-
pletely fulfilled.

The part which has been affected by the reason-
ings of this work is not therefore that which
relates to our conduct during the period of celi-
bacy, but to the duty of extending this period
till we have a prospect of being able to maintain
our children. And'it is by no means visionary to
indulge a hope of some favourable change in this
respect; because it is found by experience that
the prevalence of this kind of prudential restraint
is extremely different in different countries, and in
the same countries at different periods. S

It cannot be doubted that throughout Europe
in general, and most particularly in the northern
states, a decided change has taken place in the ope-
ration of prudential restraint, since the prevalence
of those warlike and enterprising habits which
destroyed so many people. In later times the
gradual diminution and almost total extinction.of
the plagues, which so frequently visited Europe

inthe seventeenth and beginning of the eighteenth






























442  Of our rational Expectations, &c. Bk. iv.

parts of this work, it is hoped that the general
result of the inquiry is such, as not to make us
give up the improvement of human society in
despair. The partial good which seems to be
attainable is worthy of all our exertions; is suffi-
cient to direct our efforts, and animate our pros-
pects. And although we cannot expect that the
virtue and happiness of mankind will keep pace
with the brilliant career of physical discovery;
yet, if we are not wanting to ourselves, we may
confidently indulge the hope that, to no unimpor-
tant extent, they will be influenced by its pro-
gress and will partake in its success.
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APPENDIX. / 449

advantage of rearing the requisite population of any country
from the smallest number of births. ghave stated expressly,
that a decrease of mortality at all ages is what we ought
chiefly to aim at ; and as the best criterion of happiness and
good government, instead of the largeness of the proportion
of births, which was the usual mode of judging, I have pro-
posed the smallness of the proportion dying under the age
of puberty. Conscious that I bad never intentionally de-
viated from these principles, I might well be rather sun
prised to hear that I had been considered by some as an
enemy to the introduction of the vaccine inoculation, which
is calculated to attain the very end which I have uniformly
considered as so desirable. I have indeed intimated what I
still continue most firmly to believe, that if the resources of
the country would not permanently admit of a greatly acce-
lerated rate of increase in the population (and whether they
would or not-must certainly depend upon other causes be-
sides the number of lives saved by the vaccine inocula-
tion),* one of two things would happen, either an increased
mortality of some other diseases, or adiminution in the pro-
portion of births. But I have expressed my conviction that
the latter effect would take place ; and therefore consistently
with the opinions which [ have always maintained, I ought
to be, and am, one of the warmest friends to the mtroduc-
tion of the cow-pox. In making every exertion which I
think likely to be effectual, to increase the comforts and di-
minish the mortality among the poor, I act in the most
exact conformity to my principles. Whether those are
equally consistent who profess to have the same object in
view, and yet measure the happiness of nations by the large
proportion of marriages and births, is a point which they
would do well to counsider.

It has been said by some, that the natural checks to po-
pulation will always be sufficient to keep it within bounds,
without resorting to any other aids; and one ingenious
writer has remarked that I have not deduced a single original
fact from real observation, to prove the inefficiency of the

* It should be remarked, however, that a young person saved from death is
more likely to contribute to the creation of fresh resources than another birth.
It is a great loss of labour and food to begin @ver again. And universally it is
true that, under similar circumstances, that article will come the cheapest to
market, which is accompanied by fewest failurcs.
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APPENDIX. 475

The second argument is no less powerfully supported by the
Principle of Population than the first. It appears, from a very
general survey of different countries, that, under every form of
government, however unjust and tyrannical, in every climate of
the known world, however apparently unfavourable to health, it
has been fouud that population, almost with the sole exception
above alluded to, has been able to keep itself up to the level of the
‘means of subsistence. Consequently, if by the abolition of the trade
to Africa the slaves in the West Indies were placed only in a toler-
able situation, if their civil condition and moral habits were only
made to approach to those which prevail among the mass of the
human race in the worst-governed countries of the world, it is
contrary to the general laws of nature to suppose that they would
not be able by procreation fully to supply the effective demand for
labour; and it is difficult to conceive that a population so raised
would not be in every point of view preferable to that which exists
at present.

t is perfectly clear therefore, that a consideration of the laws
which govern the increase and decrease of the human species, tends
to strengthen, in the most powerful manner, all the arguments in
favour of the abolition.

With regard to the state of society among the African nations,
it will readily occur to the reader that, in describing it, the ques-
tion of the slave-trade was foreign to my purpose; and I might
naturally fear that, if I entered upon it, [ should be led into too
long a digression. But certainly all the facts which I have men-
tioned, and which are taken principally from Park, if they do not
absolutely prove that the wars in Africa are excited and aggravated
by the traffic on the coast, tend powertully to confirm the supposi-
tion. The state of Africa, as I have described it, is exactly such
as we should expect in a country where the capture of men was
considered as a more advantageous employment than agriculture
or manufactures. Of the state of these nations some hundred
years ago, it must be confessed, we have little knowledge that we
can depend upon. But allowing that the regular plundering ex-
cursions, which Park describes, are of the most ancient date ; yet
it is impossible to suppose that any circumstance which, like the
European traffic, must give additional value to the plunder thcs
acquired, would not powerfully aggravate them, and effectually.
prevent all progress towards a happier order of things. As long:
as the nations of Europe continue barbarous enough to purchase
slaves in Africa, we may be quite sure that Africa will continue
barbarous enough to supply them. )









































































INDEX.

*+* The Roman Numerals refer to the V'olumes ; the Figures to the Pages.

Al
ABRAM and Lot; their separation,
an illustration of the cause which
overspread the whole earth with peo-
ple, i. 93.
Abyssinia ; state of, with respect to the
checks to population, i. 154—exces-

sive depopulation of by war, 156— .-

158. Ve

Africa, of the checks to popubﬁ':m in
different parts of, i. 144—-great na-
tural resources, ib.—counterbalanced
by the habits of the Negro nations.—
See the article’ Negro.

—— state of Abyssinia, i. 154—of
Egypt, 161.

Agows, an Abyssinian nation, dreadful
misery and penury of the, i. 155.
Agriculture, very great encouragements

.given to in China, i. 209—powerful
effect of these, 211—is the sole spe-
cies of industry by which multitudes
can exist, 231—in France rather in-
creased than diminished during the
revolution, 369—statements respect-
ing the present condition of, in that
country, 380, note.
processes for abridging agricul-
tural labour sometimes tend rather to
diminish than increase the whole
produce, ii. 216—the supposition er-
roneous, that a nation which grows
more corn than it consumes, cannot
be checked for want of food, 118
—where there is abundance of good
land, and no difficulties impede either,

its purchase and distribution, or

the foreign vent for raw produce,
the profits of stock and prices uf
labour will be high, 119—America,
a practical instance of the agricul-
tural system in a state the most
favourable to the condition of the
. lapouring classes, 121. 125—in-
-stances, where, under the agricul-
tural system, the condition of the
Jower classes is very wretched, 125
.—128—effects resulting from a com-
bination of the agricultural aud
commercial systems, 146-—advan-
tages of such union, 148—152—it is
1 lAprrJ thel_'el. 'n‘.
tional prosperity, 153—agriculture,
the efficient cause of population
rather than population of agriculture,
241, 242. 245—different effects of
the agricultural and commercial sys+
tems, 133. 137. 141—state of Eng-
land with respect to agriculture and
corumerce in the middle of the last
century, 232, 233—price of labour
considered, in relation to this sub-
ject,233.—See also the articlesBoun-
ties and Plenty. .
America,period in which population has
doubled itself in the northern states
of, i. 5—in the back settlements, ib.
—very rapid increase of the English
colonies in, 516—actual population
of the United States, and period
of doubling, 518—hardships expe-
rienced in the first settlement of
some of the English colonies, ii. 51
—famine almost. impossible there,
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